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Climber of the Month 
Dirk Summers 

 

Editors note: When I saw Dirk this past weekend he was bringing supplies to his house in 
preparation for a flight to Argentina for an attempt on the highest mountain in South America, 
Aconcagua.  Good Luck dirk, safe travels, enjoy the journey.  

Name/nickname?  Diggler 
Number of years climbing? 7 
RR member since? May 2007. 
First climb in California? Pop Bottle, 
Lovers Leap 
Climbing goal for this year? The Nose 
Favorite climbing destination? High 
Sierra 

Favorite post-climbing eatery? Whoa 
Nellie Deli  
I want to climb like:  Chongo Chuck! 
Best thing that your climbing partner 
could say?  Here- I brought some beers 
along for successful summit bid! 
Worst thing that your climbing partner 
could say: I hate adventure. 
What does your family say about your 
climbing:  
Are you going CLIMBING with a ROPE or 
HIKING (implication being it has to be 
either one or the other)??? 
Person you would most like to be stuck 
on a ledge with: Batso (Warren Harding) 
and a couple of jugs of wine. 
Favorite travel destination: Himalaya 
(haven't been there yet) 
Non-climbing interests: Motorcycles, 
watching football, traveling, hiking, 
backpacking, reading, drinking. 
Climbing motto: Keep having fun. 
Advice to new climbers: Bring a 
headlamp
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TRI P REPORTS:  

Lost Arrow Spire 
Memorial Day Weekend, Yosemite Valley, 2007  

By Jake Strzelecki & Jovie Havard  

Dangling in space 3000 feet up, between 
the rocky spire and the Valley rim, I decided to 
take a moment to look around and soak in the 
scene.  Yosemite Falls thundered off to my right, 
the Valley floor glowed in the sun over to my left 
and 200 feet directly below was the blocky 
platform of the notch.  A sense of awe was 
accompanied by a growing sense of terror.  
Having burned the moment into my memory 
forever, I turned back to the task of inching my 
way across the Tyrolean traverse.    

It was Memorial Day weekend of 2007, and Jovie and I had resolved to climb Lost 
Arrow Spire.  It was the most logistically challenging route either of us had attempted.  With the 
help of Sam McGeehan, we started preparing weeks before the climb – reading trip reports, 
studying the Supertopo, practicing aid technique and the Tyrolean for hours.  Sam eventually had 
to drop out when his partner (wisely) decided that this wasn’t the climb for her.    

We hiked in Saturday from Porcupine Flat and camped 
on top of Yosemite Falls, a beautiful setting.  Our packs were 
oppressively heavy – full with 3 ropes, climbing gear, etriers, 
sleeping bags, thermarests, tent, and a gourmet pantry.  Before 
8am on Sunday we were rigging the rappel down to the notch.  
A ripping wind whisked away one of Jovie’s gloves and caused 
us to ponder bailing, but soon it showed signs of dying down 
and we were off.  

Using an intermediate rap station, only one of us needed 
to pass the knot on rappel.  This task was mine, but the force was 
not with me.  After fighting through a royal pain-in-the-ass 
tangle of gear, I finally made it down.  My relief was short-lived 
however, as I had to continue on down to free the stuck rope and 
then jumar back-up.  


