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We have the sites booked; you bring 
your partner and gear! 
 
Scott has been busy booking sites for us for most weekends in the summer. See the dates on 
pages 11 and 12, and mark you calendars. As usual, the dates will be available for sign-up 
on the RR website about a month before the trip dates.  
 
In this issue we have the first in a series of lists of your favorite online resources for 
climbing-related info. This month, the list focuses on weather/road conditions/avalanche 
predictions. For each listing, I’ve included the URL and depending on whether I’ve done it 
right, you should be able to click on the links in the PDF and you’ll be taken straight to the 
sites. Thanks to those who contributed to this month’s list: Old5Ten, Phil E., Andy G., Tom 
L., Sarah E., Em H., and Scott J. 
 
Next month, let’s get together a list of sites for gear. You can start sending me your fav gear 
sites now. 
 
This month’s Climber of the Month is Misha Logvinov, whose photo of Matthes Crest will 
be published in the May edition of National Geographic Adventure. It will appear on the 
last page in the "There and Back" section. Congratulations Misha! 
 
We have two snow and ice-related trip reports this month from Bruce and Em, and Jason 
Kuo. The trip report by Bruce and Em is accompanied by a beautiful collage designed by 
the very talented Em Holland. Please download the montage at 
http://rock-rendezvous.org/newsletters/nl-2006-01.pdf 
 
-- Linda 
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Climber of the Month 

�
 
Name/nickname: Misha Logvinov 
No. of years climbing: 4 (on and off) 
RR member since: 2004 
First climb:  My first real climb was in the 
Caucasus Mountains. I was about 10 years old at 
that time. It was a Class 3-4 rock/snow route up 
"Hope Peak" (~13,000'). My first technical climb 
in the US was on Echo Peaks around Tuolumne 
Meadows in the summer of 2003. 
Climbing goal for this year: First ascents in 
Alaska. 
Favorite climbing destination: Tuolumne 
Meadows  
Favorite post-climbing eatery: Whoa Nelli Deli 
in Lee Vining. 
Favorite climbing gym: Planet Granite Belmont 
I want to climb like:  Steve House 
I do not want to climb like: I better not say :) 
Best thing that your climbing partner could say: I 
brought a bottle of scotch with us! 

Worst thing that your climbing partner could 
say: I brought a bottle of scotch with us, but 
you're carrying it! 
What does your family say about your 
climbing:  My immediate family (my fiance) is 
my best and favorite climbing partner. So you 
can guess what she says. My parents and sister 
don't know specifics about what I am doing in 
the mountains. I like to keep it that way :) 
Person most like to be stuck on a ledge with: 
My fiance Etsuko. Besides her, I have several 
regular climbing partners who are also my close 
friends. Spending time with them on a ledge, in a 
restaurant or elsewhere is always a pleasure! 
Favorite travel destination: Europe (anywhere 
really) 
Non-climbing interests: Photography, music, 
wine collecting, reading, technology 
Climbing motto: If you're not suffering, you're 
not climbing hard enough. 
Advice to new climbers: Your common sense 
will be your most important skill while climbing! 
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Online resources: 
Weather/road/avalanche conditions  

 

NAME  URL 

PaulsWeather.com 
 
http://www.paulsweather.com/ -- Not the greatest of site 
designs, but an incredible amount of links, not limited to the 
bay area as stated 

 

WeatherUnderground.com 
 

http://www.weatherunderground.com or 
http://www.wunderground.com/ -- The usual weather 
forecast, BUT they include a whole bunch of home operated 
weather stations.  a great way to see what's going on real-time. 

 
 
Meso West Weather Summary http://raws.wrh.noaa.gov/cgi-

bin/roman/raws_ca_monitor.cgi?state=NOCC&raws
flag=2 –  Great resource if you're planning to do backcountry 
stuff and need a statistical descriptions of condtions. 

 
NOAA National Weather Service  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
http://nws.noaa.gov/ --  I like in particular, the "forecast 
discussion" link near the bottom right of a forecast page, which 
gives a user-unfriendly but very nuanced view of what's 
coming up in the next week or so. 
 
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/total_forecast/index.php?
wfo=hnx&zone=caz096&fire=caz296&county=cac0
43 -- For Yosemite Valley - the best for Yosemite weather as 
it differentiates between 5000' and 8000' forecasts, gives snow 
levels and so forth. 
 
http://pafc.arh.noaa.gov/classroom_practical_mounta
in.php -- Practical Mountain Weather: A Guide for Hikers, 
Climbers and Skiers. 
 
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/mtr/getzfpzone.php?sid=m
tr&zone=caz006 – Weather specific to SF Bay shoreline, 
East Bay interior valleys, SF peninsula coast, East Bay hills, 
Diablo range, Santa Cruz mtns, Santa Clara including San Jose. 
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NOAA National Weather Service  
 

 
 
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/total_forecast/text_only.ph
p?wfo=hnx&zone=caz096&county=cac043 -- Sierra 
Nevada from Yosemite to Kings Canyon. 
 
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/mtr/recpinn.php -- Pinnacles 
forecast. 
 

 
 Caltrans: Winter Operations 
 
 

 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/roadinfo/wo.htm -- Info on 
road closures and chain requirements. 
 

 
California Dept. of Water 
Resources 
 

 
http://cdec.water.ca.gov/snow/current/snow/ -- 
California snowpack conditions 
 

 
The Avalanche Center 
 
 

 
http://www.csac.org/Bulletins/ -- Avalanche forecasts 
for major snow areas in the US and around the world.  
 

 
Yosemite National Park  
 
 

 
http://www.nps.gov/yose/now/tioga.htm -- Your 
essential reference for planning your Tuolumne trips. 

 
Eastern Sierra Avalanche Center  
 
 

 
http://www.esavalanche.org/ - Advisories, interactive 
map, observations, discussions, and more. 

 
Canadian Avalanche Association  
 
 

 
http://access.jibc.bc.ca/avalancheFirstResponse/cour
se.htm -- Interactive online training 

 
Sierra Avalanche Center 
 
 

 
http://www.sierraavalanchecenter.org/ -- Current snow 
pack stability info, educational information about avalanches. 

 
Intellicast 
 
 

 
http://www.intellicast.com/IcastPage/LoadPage.aspx 
-- US and worldwide weather, radar (US) and satellite. 
 

 
Howard Schecter’s Dweeb Report 
 
 

 
http://64.29.226.243/dweeb.htm -- Weather forecast by a 
realtor in Mammoth Lakes. 
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Cold Cruel World 
 

By Jason Kuo 
 
Lots of reasons why we broke up… But yeah, the climbing and being away was a big part of it. 
As she once described herself, “I’m the kind of person who needs a hug everyday.” We always 
laughed so much when I was in town, but I was off climbing at least two weekends a month. And 
there were the longer trips. The month climbing in Peru. The month long China “business trip” 
that took me to Tibet with two old friends. Ex-girlfriends. (Photos from these trips at 
www.kuophotos.com). She didn’t feel like a high priority and was pissed at me for most of the 
relationship. After four failed autumn break-ups the fifth and final went down early January. So 
what to do? I missed her dearly but had to find redemption. Had to get out and live it up. 
 
January - off to New York for some ice. I met Drew and Chris down in the Cordillera Blanca in 
Peru. They're from Jersey and they’re obnoxious - throw empty beer cans and cig butts out the 
truck window types. All four days of this frigid trip were the same. Drink/smoke till 3am. On ice 
at 11. Ice crusted rope rap offs by headlamp. Anyway, the Jersey boys provided much needed 
laughs, were my ambassadors to some killer upstate Adirondack ice, and were there belaying me 
tight when the pitches got steep and I got scared. 
 
        

 
Above two pics and first two pics overleaf: Doin’ it Jersey Boy style (hungover and frost nipped) 
in "The Daks". These guys can sure be east coast pricks, but they reminded me to live for myself...                       
without appologies. 
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February. Still missing her. Still loving the climb. From sea to sky British Columbia is the best 
place on Earth - hands down. Having lived in Vancouver in 2004, I was coming back to 
rendezvous it up with locals Nic and Jeremy. They knew the break-up was hard for me. They 
gave me a warm hug at the airport and we headed north - past Squamish, past Whistler, away 
from the coast and into the cold depths of the BC interior.  
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Last pic previous page and 2 pix below: Nic and Jeremy, balanced and introspective. Here we 
are gettin’ scared and lovin’ it on WI4 and 5. Wicked cool and cold, eh? 
 

        
 
Pumped and frost nipped, we needed to warm up. Heading south, me and the boys 
skinned 12 miles behind Whistler for a ski summit attempt of Mt. Fissile. Exhausted, and 
running behind on the day, Jeremy took a 100m slider on steep rock exposed terrain (he’s 
visible at the bottom in the pic below). Defeated, we called it a day and began the long 
retreat back to the glazed safety of Whistler Village. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Last 2 pix previous page and pic below: An edgy ascent and heart pounding descent on Mt. 
Fissile, east behind Whistler. While Jeremy proved what comes up most come down, Nic and I 
found "retreating" quite exhilarating. 
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Back in the west coast USA, March has been solid. A Red Rocks sojourn, powder on 
Lassen, and a long hump into Cold Stream Canyon for a single gnarly water ice pitch. I 
still miss her but continue to find salvation in climbing. Spring’s just around the corner - 
things are warming up. 
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Ski Mountaineering in Canada 
 
 
By Brutus of Wyde 
 
 
(For the beautiful pictures that accompany this trip report, please download the PDF  
http://rock-rendezvous.org/newsletters/nl-2006-01.pdf) 
 
 
It was our first day of backcountry skiing in 
the Purcell Range of British Columbia, and 
some of us were just sitting down to a hot 
lunch at Boulder Lodge when the radio 
crackled to life. 
 
“[static]… [static]… Is Mark OK?” 
 
“Yes, he skied out of it.” 
 
“The rest of you? Are you in a safe zone?” 
 
“Yes.  The slope should be… [static] …now 
that it’s slid.” 
 
All conversation around the lunch table 
stopped as our trip leader, Rod Plasman, 
walked over to the radio to listen more 
closely.  There was no panic on the radio, no 
calls for help, but it became clear from the 
conversation that there had been an 
“incident.” 
 
A Class 2 soft-slab avalanche 
 
We eventually determined that Mark, one 
member of our ski mountaineering group, 
had triggered a Class 2 soft-slab avalanche 
while skiing an open slope high above the 
Lodge.  Fortunately, he was able to ski to 
safety, and the remainder of the party, skiing 
one at a time, were in terrain “safe zones” 
when the slide occurred. The 150-meter 
wide, 50cm-deep swath was a grim reminder 
of the instability of the open slopes in this 
area, and of the price to be paid for lack of 
respect for avalanche conditions in the 
winter of the high country.  

For most of the remainder of the trip, as the 
snow continued to fall, this lesson would be 
at the forefront of our minds as we sought 
out the safest slopes for out travels. 
 
The Purcell Range in Southeastern British 
Columbia is a remote area of rugged peaks 
west of the Canadian Rockies. Most 
backcountry climbers will recognize the 
most famous of the Purcell’s climbing areas, 
Bugaboo Provincial Park, home of some of 
the most fantastic granite spires on the 
continent. 
 
A return trip to the Purcells 
 
This, the second trip Em and I have made to 
the Purcells, was to the southern part of the 
range to attend the winter ski camp run by 
the Rocky Mountain Section of the Alpine 
Club of Canada. We spent a week with other 
members of the section, basing our 
operations at Boulder Lodge, accessible in 
winter only by either a 37-km ski from the 
nearest road, or by helicopter.  
 
Needless to say, we had not set any records 
the previous day when we completed the 
approach in 31 minutes.  
 
That evening, after dinner, several members 
of the group discussed the avalanche, 
describing what had happened for those of 
us who had decided to sit out the afternoon’s  
 
explorations. The hut owner, Margie, 
reviewed her previous warnings regarding  
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slope stability, and urged all of us to 
exercise more discretion when selecting our 
routes.  
 
And the snow continued to fall. 
 
During the next few days, as another 60 cm 
of snow fell at the Lodge, we passed the 
time skiing in the trees and honing our 
avalanche transceiver search skills. Margie, 
the owner of the Lodge and a Canadian 
Avalanche Center course instructor, directed 
us in digging a 3-meter deep snow pit which 
provided details on conditions in the 
snowpack from the topmost flakes to the 40 
cm of completely unconsolidated faceted 
crystals just above the ice coated ground, 
testimony to a November rain event.  There 
in the snowpack to read was the complete 
history of the winter: every storm, every 
temperature change; weather’s version of an 
archaeological dig. 
 
A gourmet feast  
 
Each day was a new adventure, with new 
learning experiences, and each evening a 
gourmet feast prepared by a different couple 
from the group: Being self-catered to reduce 
expenses, we were feasted on organic bison 
chili, burritos, turkey burgers, cheese 
fondue, chocolate brownies, cheese cakes, 
fresh salads and fruits… we would waddle 
to bed each night fully fueled for another 
strenuous day in the morning.  A few nights 
we stopped by the wood-fueled hot tub 
(highest hot tub in Canada!) for a well-
earned soak before retiring. 
 
Midway through the trip the weather 
improved dramatically, and we were all 
treated to day trips into the high alpine zone  
 
 
 
 
 

 
at and above treeline, skiing Boulder Pass, 
Porcupine Ridge, and several other tours,  
 
each of which in California would be 
considered trips of a lifetime.  Vistas of 
Mount Levesque, Higgins Peak, Ptarmigan 
Mountain, and the arabesque spires of 
Crosscut Mountain were our constant 
companions.  The vast untracked bowls at 
the knees of these peaks beckoned, but we 
carefully avoided these areas, having seen 
old avalanche crown lines high on the 
slopes, and the huge cornices perched on the 
highest ridges, warming in the afternoon 
sun… 
 
A magical place 
 
 
Finally it was the last day, the stay having 
seemed both to last forever and at the same 
time to be far too short. As we climbed 
aboard the helicopter for the flight out, I 
took one last look around at this magical 
place through the veil of swirling snow 
churned up by the craft’s rotors, marking 
unclimbed ice and untracked powder in my 
memory, and vowed to someday return. 
 
Epilogue: 
 
Em and I spent the last day of our trip 
visiting the Sunshine Ski Area out of Banff, 
scoping out the famous Borgeau ice climbs 
and putting our skills to the test on many of 
the area’s black diamond runs, including 
Delirium Dive, accessed through a 
backcountry gate only when with a partner, 
wearing a working avalanche transceiver.  
But our routefinding around the cornice and 
skiing the 55-degree headwall into the 
backcountry bowl below, and how that led 
us to visit the house of one of the most 
famous women climbers in western Canada, 
is a tale which is best left for another time. 
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The annual RR outing to Red Rocks is here! If you’re going, please send in a report of 
what you did along with some photos, and we’ll publish them in the May newsletter.  
 
Scott has booked sites in the Valley for most weekends this summer. See below for the 
dates and mark your calendars. As always, you’ll be able to sign up for the dates on the 
RR website about a month before the trip date  
 
Rock Rugrats has a site in Yosemite for its spring trip. Details are below. Everyone is welcome 
on the Rock Rugrats trip, but please reserve the parking spaces for the kids and their grown-ups – 
thanks. 
 
 
DATES 
 

TRIP VENUE 

 
4/14 – 4/15 
 

 
Upper Pines, Yosemite 

 
4/28 – 4/29 
 

 
Upper Pines, Yosemite  

 
4/28 – 4/29  

 
Lower Pines, site #13, Yosemite with Rock Rugrats  
 

 
5/5 – 5/6 
 

 
Upper Pines, Yosemite 

 
5/12 – 5/13 
 

 
Upper Pines, Yosemite 

 
5/19 – 5/20  
 

 
Upper Pines, Yosemite 

 
5/26 – 5/28 Memorial w/e 
 

 
Upper Pines, Yosemite 
 

 
6/2 – 6/3 
 

 
Upper Pines, Yosemite 

 
6/9 - 6/10 

 
Upper Pines, Yosemite 
 

 
6/23 – 6/24 
 

 
Pinecrest Lake, Sonora 
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7/15 – 7/16 
 

 
T-Meadows 

 
7/21 – 7/22 
 

 
T-Meadows 

 
7/28 – 7/29 
 

 
T-Meadows 

 
8/4 – 8/5 
 

 
T-Meadows 

 
8/11 – 8/12 
 
 

 
T-Meadows 
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APRIL 4, 2006 
 
The next RR meeting will feature slides from Amy Moses’ recent trip to Railay in 
Thailand. Here’s what she says: “Sun, sea sand and sending hard s***.  Come see what 
it’s like to climb in paradise.”   
 
WHEN: Tuesday, April 4, 2006 @ 7 p.m. 
WHERE: Jovie Havard’s house in the Sunset,  
2010 34th Avenue 
San Francisco  
Google Map: http://tinyurl.com/72rfg 
 
Bring your friends, and something to share (food or drink) … 
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