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Joy to the world of climbing!

It seems like it was just the other day that | was putting together Janoewstetter. In

that we bid farewell to former newsletter editor and party girl Carokmt &vtho moved

back to Blighty last November. We still miss her warm smiles and encoueateat the
crags. | was lucky to be invited to her and Bill's 400-year-old home in England for dinner
when | was in the U.K. over Thanksgiving week, and | can tell you she looks very happy.

In this issue we have all of the year’s entries to the RR Photography Cioonpestid we
want you to vote for the winner. | can’t say that we were overwhelmed withsbtrie
think the ones we received are pretty good (even though some are from me!)tdRiease
your time to review them and email me and Ricardo your votes. Full details on page 3.

| received lots of entries for the most memorable climbing moments of 2005 dad goa
for 2006 — the write-ups start on page 9.

That's it for the RR newsletter this year. | want to give a speciaktpau to all who
contributed to these pages over the past 12 months — without your contributions I'd just
be publishing some empty pages. Thanks for reliving your climbs with us.

Before | sign off, I'd like to wish you and your family a happy and safe hpbdason.

Cheers,

Linda
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November meeting notes

Words: Kevin Kachadourian

Ricardo called the meeting to order and thanked
our hosts, Chris and John. What followed,
mostly for the benefit of many new faces in the
room, was a brief description of the club as a
loose group of climbers that,...oh yeah, and
there's the drinking.

The conversation immediately turned to
upcoming trips, particularly the Thanksgiving J-
Tree fiesta. With 2 group sites reserved and
many people already signed up, much eating and
drinking was predicted, along with a little
climbing.

There was some prodding for Scott to begin
organizing ice climbing trips (hopefully, after it
gets cold).

The meeting moved on to recent trips. Ricardo
gave a brief description of his 13 day solo trip on
El Capitan. With 8 gallons of water and enough
food for 12 days to get him up South Seas on the
Pacific Ocean Wall, Ricardo seemed to slip into
multiple personalities (which might explain his
use of "we" when referring to himself). Ricardo
reported that there were some "ledge epics." We
can expect a future slide show that will reveal
all. Kevin also gave an account of his trip to
Armenia and Turkey, which included rock
climbing with a couple of Russians on limestone
cliffs and summiting Mt. Ararat (after a slight
deception regarding his last name).

New faces were cajoled into introducing
themselves (okay, | wrote as fast as | could,
which is why | can't understand what | wrote - |
hope | don't offend anyone unintentionally).

There was John and Claire, who admitted to
climbing at the gym a couple of times, and
engaging in civil disobedience (something about
sleeping). Next, there was Andy and Carolyn,
our host's neighbors. They confessed that they
had climbed some in the past, rock to snow
(from which they skied down).

Andy and Carolyn are new to Oakland, and
hopefully can be talked into resuming their
climbing. Kelly, who was also our presenter, has
skied and kayaked, but not done much rock
climbing (there was a reference to Thunderbolt
Peak). Also, Kelly is a crevasse rescue instructor.
Next, Christine introduced herself. Christine has
been climbing for about 7 years, 2 of them
outdoors, including Snake Dike and Cathedral
Peak (she led the 1st pitch). Last but not least,
there was Sonja. In addition to skiing and back
country skiing, Sonja did some climbing in the
80's, notably in Brazil. She also did some
mountaineering in Peru this past summer.

Those in attendance took a well earned break,
before the meeting resumed with Kelly's slide
show of trekking in Bhutan as a honeymoon. He
reported that with only one golf course, and no
traffic lights, the country has a very high GDH
(Gross Domestic Happiness). The highlights of
the slide show included a wooden bridge built in
1685 (and washed out by a flood in 1958),
rhododendrons, and the food (peppers and dahl
were lovingly mentioned).

Thanks to Kelly for the show, and to Chris and
John for hosting
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Climber of the Month

Name/ nickname:Phil Esra. Also answer to
“Philbert.”

No. of years climbing: 1.5 in the modern era (plus a
couple of topropes in college).

RR member since:January '05.

First climb: Something at Stoney Point. First lead:
Golfer's Route, Tuolumne

Favorite climbing destination: Grateful to live so
close to the Valley, but looking forward to cheakin
out Red Rocks & points beyond.

Favorite post-climb eatery: Angelique Augereau’s
cooler.

Favorite climbing gym:

*Easiest skateboard commute: Mission Cliffs
*Most Supertopo-like route labels: Planet Granite
Belmont

*Best use of Dave Altman: Ironworks

Ski or snowboard?:

*Resort: Board/tele

*BC: Tele/XC

Other outdoor pursuits: Backpacking, snowcamping
Person most like to be stuck on a ledge with:
Hmmm. With snuggling, or without snuggling?
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Favorite travel destination: Next on the list are
Southeast Asia & Southwest U.S.

Favorite climbing read: Climbing AnchorsJohn
Long

Earliest childhood memory: Maybe not the earliest,
but definitely memorable: In 2nd grade, my family’'s
truck got stuck in quicksand on a beach in Baja. It
quickly sank to the axles, and the tide came up and
destroyed it before we could find a way to digut.o
My mom, sister, and | camped in a makeshift shelter
on the beach while my dad hiked 25 miles through th
desert to the nearest rancho for help. The nextalay
ranchero showed up and brought us back to the
encampment, where we were reunited with my dad
(there wasn’t enough room for him in the truck). He
was sitting outside, barefoot, with his feet upale a
vivid mental picture of how red, swollen, and
disfigured his feet were after the long hike. S@tie
years later, Dad and | were sharing recollectidrmit
the misadventure, and | found out that his feet had
been fine—they're just powerfully ugly.

Climbing motto: Try to enjoy the suffering.
Climbing hero: John Muir
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Photo competition — your chance
to judge the winning entry!

It's time to judge the winner of this year's RR Photography CompetitionoAkgow, we ran
the competition all year whereby members were invited to take theinlRRyacards on
climbing trips with them and take photos with the RR calling cardséndsting situations. The
competition ended this month, and we’re asking you to vote for your favorite detgere-malil
your votes to me dthleung@hotmail.confplease also cc: Ricardo at
lagos_ricardo@hotmail.cosp you can be sure I’'m not vote rigging!). We’'ll announce the
winner with the most votes at the Xmas party on Dec. 10 (details about tepérty are at the
RR Website:

http://rock-rendezvous.org/meetifg/The prize will also be revealed at the party.

1 vote per member. You can vote for your own@ieADLINE FOR VOTING: FRIDAY 12/9.
THANKS!!
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Please email Linda and Ricardo now with your vote for the winner. DEADLINE FOR
VOTING: FRIDAY 12/16. THANKS!



Joshua Tree 2005

Scott says that this year's J-Tree trip over Thanksgiving was@me. No storms this year to cut
short the climbing; just beautiful sunshine, good climbing and great frieeds’sHh picture and
caption from Torger Johnson.

Noriko is about to find out which role she will play on the consuming off widthmtBaneets
Godzilla" 5.8+, South Echo Rock, Joshua Tree.



A look back at 2005 and a look
forward to 2006

A few weeks ago | asked for your most memorable climbs in 2005 and for your climbing
goals in 2006. Here’s how you responded:

FROM SARAH ELSON:

“| started outdoor climbing this year, and I've ke all of it. Most memorable experiences were g
on Tuolumne slab and a first sport lead in J-tr@eal for 2006 has got to be a trad lead!”

FROM STEVE GIDDINGS(pic of Steve with Tom McMillan. Pic ©Kevin Steel&dvsteele.coi)i

“Most memorable climbing moment of '05: witnessitagvn from 14,000 feet on Split Mountain, after
shivering through the night at an unplanned bigevin Steele, Tom McMillan, and | had set out tdtdo
central couloir, but found little ice. We opted fbe left arete, which turned out to have ovep@hes of
roped climbing. With a team of three, we were @letaid just below the summit; route finding on thete
was intricate enough that the best alternative wasld and sleepless night out. (Notice feet in
backpack!) From the bivy, it was less than an houhe summit, a quick descent to camp for foatl an
much needed water, and then tkenainder of th&000 foot descent to the car ...”
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FROM SIMON KENNEY:

“Most memorable climb for me this year (And on¢hef few | have done!!) was Connes Ridge in
September. Me and Amy hiked in to Young Lakes amight'd there and then did the 5.6 ridge the
following day, returned toYoung Lakes and walkedoouthe third day. Perfect weather, perfect scgner
(Young Lake is totally picture postcard). Here aoene of the best pics...”
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FROM ELMAR AND LISA STEFKE:

“2005 was not a strong climbing year for us, but@uple of things stick out:
1.) Being married to your climbing partner. It doeot get better than that!

2.) Tetons: Soloing the Upper Exum on the Granerafting the Direct Exum on a
rope - what an incredible feeling of freedom toaroground in minutes that would
normally take hours to belay.

3.) Yosemite: Rebolting the Chouinard-Herbert ontiBel over the course of a
couple of weekends. 21 bolts is alot of drillihgt the part that sticks out the most
is almost getting killed on the descent. It dédiyi put things in perspective.

Goals for 2006:

1.) Staying alive.

2.) Randonee skiing.

3.) Alpine climbing in the Sierra (so much rock...)

4.) Perhaps another rebolting project (with a nigg@proach and descent).”

Thanks to all who contributed. Good luck all for 2006!
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The only thing we’ve got cooking is the RR Xmas Party 2005! Be sure to join us\asaw up

another good year’s climbing with all your climbing buddies. The party will bdtdlevin K.’s
house in Oakland on Dec. 10 at 6:30 p.m. (It'll also be Kevin’s birthday!s®kze the Web site
for more details and directioistp://rock-rendezvous.org/meeting/

DATES

TRIP VENUE

12/10

Christmas Party at Kevin K.’s house. Bring a pot luck and
your favorite festive drink.
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See above!
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