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This will be my last newsletter as your editor. As many of you know, | am returning to the UK right after the
thanksgiving trip, and | will be handing the newsletter over to the capable hands of Linda Leung. | just wanted to
take this opportunity to say thank you to everyone who has climbed with me, contributed to the newsletter, been a
friend, or just said hi at the occasional Tuesday meeting over the three years | have been in California. I've had
fun, and a big part of that has been due to Rock Rendezvous members.

This month’s newsletter is a joint November/December issue — mainly because | was too disorganized to get
anything out last month, whilst packing up my life into little boxes. But not too disorganized to manage 10 days in
Hawaii... Sorry! | have enclosed an introduction from Linda Leung, a good friend of mine, who has many
excellent ideas for a new revitalized newsletter next year. Hopefully you have enjoyed the newsletter | have edited
over the last few years, but now its time for a change!

Thank you!
Carolyn
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This month the RR meeting was held at my humble
abode in the Richmond hills. Thank you to my wife Amy
for hosting despite the fact that | only told her at the last
minute.

First order of business: The J. Tree trip! My usual
reminder to everyone of what a great trip this is with all
the Thanksgiving trimmings and some great climbing
and views besides. All the details are later on in this
newsletter, so | won’t repeat myself here.

Christmas party: Yes, this is coming up soon, and this
year | will be holding it at our house. It will be on
Saturday December 4th so put that in your calendars. |
will be sending out a proper invite closer to the time.
RR will be providing much of the booze and food. | will
even try to put a raffle together.

| have now had printed Rock Rendezvous
informational/business cards (They look great thanks to
our logo designer Joy Gray). | will be handing these
out, a couple to each club member. The idea behind
them is not so much to advertise the club, but to hand
out to people who enquire about the club. So now when
someone sharing your belay spot or standing around at
the bottom of a climb asks "So what did you say the
name of the club you are in was?", you can hand them
a card (keep a couple in your chalk bag for
emergencies!).

Next years masthead: we have a couple of changes to
the lineup for next year, which | will announce at the
Christmas party. However the club now has a solid
foundation, with the new website and a keen following,
so if you would like to contribute by helping out with
one of the posts for next year then let me know.
Thanks.

Next years membership subscriptions will soon be due
so remember to keep yours up to date by sending a
Check or paypal transfer to Ricardo Lagos for $15 for
the year. We will start seriously harassing after Jan 1st.
Finally | have ordered some more tee-shirts (shown
here in the newsletter) take a look and tell me what size
you want!

Ok so that was the meeting over with. We had 2
glorious slide shows to follow, one from Em Holland
covering ski mountaineering in the Ruth Gorge, Alaska
Range (see preview photos and mini-TR in last RR
News) and re-bolting project on Hairline, east face of
Mt. Whitney. By the time we were done with these and
all the eating and drinking it was getting towards
everybody’s bed time and so everyone headed off
around 10:45.

Short and sweet this month: We shall all meet again
next month, when | will postpone the meeting for one
week to avoid the election night. The next meeting will
be held on Tuesday 9th November at the house of
Kevin Kachadourian in Oakland. See youBy then.
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This month the meeting was held at the palatial (but
humble) abode of Kevin Kachadourian, overlooking
the picturesque Lake Merritt (Well if you stood on a
chair in the window you could just see it!!).

After the initial thanks to Kevin for the use of his
space, | leapt straight into a most important date for
your calendars, namely the Rock rendezvous
Christmas party. This year it will be held at my house
in Richmond/El Cerrito on Saturday December 11th
(See the invite in this newsletter). The idea of a nice
hot tub in the back yard was banded around but |
don't think that the RR funds would take it (Although |
could fill the bath tub up?).

Incidentally our place has plenty of room to crash if
you don’t want to chance the drive home. | handed
out RR information cards to those that did not already
have them (For those of you that don't all ready know
these are information cards for people you run into on
climbs etc who want to know who RR are). | think we
need to run an RR information/business card photo
competition on ‘Extreme card placement’, behind a
hanger on El Caps ‘The Nose’ maybe?

| have ordered more tee shirts and some sweat
shirts, which | am hoping will be here for the Thanks
giving trip to Jtree, if not they will certainly be here for
the RR Christmas party.

Remember that 2005 membership fees ($15) are due
on the 1st Jan so you can start paying Any time now.
Thanks to those of you that have already paid
(Bruce, Em etc), well will be changing every bodies
status back to non-member (For those that still need
to pay) in January!!

A reminder for those Photo’s and articles for inclusion
in the newsletter. A few words and the odd
pornographic shot of someone climbing always go
down well and add a little more interest to the whole
thing! We have a new newsletter editor for next year,
Linda Leung, so send your stuff to her at
lIhleung@hotmail.com.

By the time you read this the infamous JTree trip will
be imminent, so watch this space for photos and
stories.

One trip that just took place was to the Pinnacles. |
missed it myself but apparently 20+ people went and
occupied most of Discovery wall (Pictures coming).

Red Rocks; | went with a few people from RR and
met up with a few more from the California
Mountaineering club to that wonderful venue just
outside Las Vegas where we climbed such names as
‘Refried Brains’ (5.9), and in ‘The Black Corridor’. A
stunning area of beautiful rock. (We got rained off on
Sunday though).

Some stuff coming up; Scott will be doing ‘Ice
climbing for beginners’ in January at Lee Vining, So
let him know if you would like to join us:
kineticO43@yahoo.com

Onto the slideshow, and Ricardo’s Solo assent of
‘Tangerine Trip’ on El Cap.

This took him 7 days (Soloing is slow) and he was
passed by another 2 parties. He managed to avoid
the storms that took the lives of 2 Japanese climbers
the week before, although storm clouds showed up
every day during the climb. All the ropework during
the climb meant that he shredded a pair of gloves in
the process as well as hauling/consuming around 5
gallons of water. For those of you coming to the RR
Christmas party we will be showing the CD again (It's
very cool!!

- T e o~ ~ 7 g - 5 A’{M Bt L
AT N o i Qﬁﬁ:;”"i?iﬂWW ez ar <R aCh N



| am excited to be coming on board the masthead in 2005 as newsletter editor. First I@ like to say
what a wonderful job Carolyn has done with the newsletter
during her tenure. | will miss her warmth and her hilarious
British sense of humor on the crag (I am a fellow Brit but am
not as smart, funny or as good an athlete as Carolyn.
Carolyn: You are my mentor!). Good luck back in Blighty -
come back to visit often!

A bit about me, if you want to know... I®e been climbing for
a little over 2 years. |®e climbed at the usual places in
NorCal and am looking forward to my first J-Tree trip with
the gang at Thanksgiving! I® be hitting you up for articles,
don®you worry! Anyhow, enough about me, this newsletter
is about you.

I have some exciting plans for the newsletter next year and |

hope you® like the additions. We® be keeping all the

elements that you like - the trip reports, details about

upcoming trips, and monthly meeting reports, but you® also

see some new things that will hopefully spur many of you
who®e never contributed to write in! Among the new things planned include:

* Climber of the Month: | will identify the "winning victim" and ask them to fill out a
guestionnaire, with questions like favorite climbs, person most like to be stuck on a ledge with,
favorite post-climb eatery, and so on. So if you receive an email from me with the questionnaire,
you@e a winner!

* Opinion column: As part of our aim to find out what makes you tick and to get some interaction
going between members in the newsletter, we® also provide you a platform from which to voice
your opinions (climbing related of course). If you want to get something off your chest about park
policies or discuss climber ethics, here® your chance. Don®be shy, but don®be rude or offensive
either. We® give the other side of the opinion a chance to respond. Let® get some debates going!
Wordcount: around 400.

* Buy/Sell: If you have some climbing gear you want to offload or are in search of some
equipment, look no further than your newsletter. If you@e selling, please include a picture, price,
publishable contact info, and a brief explanation of the goods. If you@e looking, please provide a
brief description of what you@e after and publishable contact info.

* Q&A: Want some beta about a climb? Want to know the best climbs at a venue you®e never
been to but don®have time to research on the Web? We have the answers - well, you do... Write
in with your climbing questions and readers respond with their answers - how cool is that? Send
your questions to me and 1@ put them in the next newsletter...



*What else?? If there are any new elements you want to see in your newsletter, please shout.
This newsletter is for you and we want it to be useful (not just to show pics of who was the worse
for wear at the J-Tree Thanksgiving dinner - aww, alright then - check out the next newsletter for
those). As usual, send in your trip reports (recent trips or otherwise), or just pix and a caption -
everything works!

None of this would be possible without your contributions, so get typing! | want to introduce some
of the above elements in the first newsletter of the year, so please send in any contributions to
me (llhleung@hotmail.com) over the next few weeks. I® be chasing you up via email as well.

Big thanks!!
Linda
llhleung@hotmail.com
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San Francisco Rock Rendezvous is not a teaching organization and does not endorse or
insure rock climbing. Trips advertised in the newsletter are private and are only listed to
allow for the co-ordination of car pooling and camping. Each participant on a trip is solely
responsible for his or her safety during the entire trip, including the transportation to and
from the climbing area and site, and any necessary insurance.
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